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Abstract

Ethnic Minorities “Contributions on Jordanian Cultural Heritage”: An
Anthropological Study
in Amman/Jordan

By: Lina Bakkar
Supervisor: Ruba Al-‘Akash

Minorities are important and cross-cutting issue into various disciplines such as
sociology, economics, politics and anthropology. There is a strong belief that cultural
diversity is one of the most important added values and an opportunity for communities
and public cultural institutions to promote intercultural dialogue. This positive
understanding of cultural diversity is the foundation and strong outlook of this thesis,as
it seeks to build greater spaces to deepen the understanding of other cultures, due to its
fundamental role in connecting people and building more cohesive and open society.

The importance of this study comes becuase itsheds light on the minorities in Jordan,
particularly, Circassians and Chechens. Through personal interviews conducted by the
researcher in the field, this study displays the significance of these minorities on the
progression of Jordan in several areas. In this study, the researcher employed the
descriptive analytical approach to present and analyze the results, she investigated
minorities by tracing their migration to Jordan throughverbal description. The
researcher also presented narrated ethnographies and oral history about the
communities under study.

The study concluded a number of results, including: the extent of suffering, fatigue
and obstacles Circassians and Chechens faced in their countries, during displacement,
and afterressettelmen. Such difficulties caused more attachment to their privacy,
heritage and Islamic religion. The main reason for their migration was Russian
persecution and huge pressure to change their religious affiliations. As a result,
Chechens and Circassians aggregated in tribal groups to preserve the customs and
values inhereted from their homeland, and also to stay as a balanced social and political
force.The communication between them and the host community was smooth, which
helped them to live securely.

This is manifested through some activities undertaken by members of these minorities
in an attempt to adjust to the new home and integrate with the host community. This
study has an introduction, four chapters and a conclusion. The first chapter includes
theoretical framework, and introduction which highlights the research topic and
research methodology. While the second chapter looks at the Circassian and Chechen
groups: History and Culture, which offered documented information as reported in
other relevant studies. The third chapter has the ethnographic study and based on field
interviews conducted by the researcher, the fourth chapter, contains discussion, analysis
and results. Finally, the study ended with a conclusion as well as, the researcher's
recommendations.

Keywords: Circasians, Chechins, Tangible and Intangible Culture, Minorities.
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