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A Proposed Perspective for Developing the Professional
Capital of the Primary School Teachers in the Light of
the Traditional versus Virtual Practice Communities

ABSTRACT

This study aimed to develop a proposed perspective for developing
the professional caf)ital of the primary school teachers in the light
of the traditional and virtual communities of practice via
identifying the professional capital of the teacher, the traditional
and virtual practice communities, the professional capital status-
quo of the primary school teacher in Beni Suef and the obstacles
limiting the effectiveness of the communities of practice and the
role of the teachers’ group ""Teachers First-Beni Suef* as a virtual
practice community for teachers in developing the professional
capital of the teacher. The study made use of the descriptive
method, via the content analysis approach, and made use of a
questionnaire to reveal the status-quo of the professional capital of
primary school teachers (379) in Beni Suef Governorate. An
Interview was utilized to identify the obstacles limiting the
effectiveness of the practice community of the primary school
which was administered to glz) teachers and a content analysis
form was developed for analyzing the teachers' group "‘teachers
first - Beni Suef on the social networking site %Facebook . 419
groulp posts (December 2018 - January 2019) were analyzed. The
results of the study revealed that all the components of the
professional capital for teachers in primary schools are developed
to an average degree. The development of the human capital
comes first, then decision-based capital, and finall?/ social capital.
The study showed that there are several obstacles limiting the
participation of the teachers in the communities of practice in
their schools, including resistance to change, lack of material
resources, lack of time, limited cooperation, and spread of
presentation and appearance culture. Making use of the content
analysis results, it was revealed that the group "teachers first -
Beni Suef" has developed some elements ot the professional
capital components of the teacher which are not developed by the
traditional practice communities at schools.

Keywords: Traditional and Virtual Community of Practice,
Professional Capital of the Teacher.
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‘bl el G g5l -3

A il Augalal) y& g Agalal) JlasY) ) yidiall Aal) ¢ g8l judy

Aas|ially A8 idial) culailly Al (e alailly ¢ (ELEID 6L Lglaltiy ¢ Laygha
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(Schmoker, 2006, 24). aaly (ujlas Ao WIS Coauay dua

:KSJL&J\ Z\a,\,\h—Z
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