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Abstract
State sovereignty and the extent to which it is affected by the right to
self-determination in the light of general international law
Ali Mahdi Abbas
2022<Mutah University

That sovereignty represents one of the basic foundations of the state
and is an element closely attached to its personality« and at the same time it
Is a fundamental principle of international law that cannot be abandoned in
any case« and on the other hand that the right to self-determination is one of
the purposes stipulated in the Charter of the United Nations« and after the
development The concept of international law has led to minorities within
states claiming the right to self-determination¢< and this would contradict an
important principle of international law« which is the principle of state
sovereignty and preserving its unity.

This study comes to clarify the concept of state sovereignty and the
most prominent influences of the right to self-determination when it is
practiced within one state from international interference and the threat to
territorial integrity« because sovereignty is the monopoly of the state to
exercise its internal and external powers« provided that its validity does not
exceed the limits set by international law for it< as well as the developments
taking place In the international community< and in particular the
conclusion of international agreements and the approval of what was stated
in the provisions of their charter< led to the decline of the concept of
absolute sovereignty and the loss of the state’s control over the
geographical and political borders¢ in addition to converting the right of
self-determination into a legal principle after it was a political principle that
gave it legal force« which Accordingly: it is not permissible to agree to the
contrary« because the right to self-determination cannot be exercised if it
threatens the territorial integrity of the state and fragments its territorial
integrity« just as one of the results of exercising the right to self-
determination results from the exercise of the right to self-determination«
including internal and external effects that would reduce the sovereignty of
the mother country¢< and the recommendation not to allow independent
regions within a single state by demanding the right to self-determination
because it leads to a threat to the territorial integrity of the state and
interference in its internal affairs¢ and to work to include a clear and
explicit text in the constitutions of states that forbids the independent
regions within them to claim that.

Keywords: state sovereignty «the right to self-determination <international
law.
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