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The Electronic Textbook as an Educational Tool

in the Discipline of Libraries and Information:
a Study of Availability and Use in Egyptian Universities

Dr. Dina Mohammed Fathy Abdelhady
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The electronic textbook is a flexible and effective educational tool in university education due to its
capabilities and features that are not available in a printed textbook

This study aims to reveal and diagnose the present situation of the electronic textbook and its use in the
discipline of libraries and information in Egyptian universities in order to identify challenges and ways to
overcome them.

The study is based on monitoring the reality of the situation and use in the 22 departments of libraries,
archives and information in Egyptian universities, depending on the descriptive analytical approach and using a
questionnaire distributed to the heads of the concerned academic departments.

The study revealed that 20 of 22 departments switched from the printed book to the electronic book, and
the application was mandatory in 75% of them. Some departments have taken care of applying specifications and
standards for e-books, and the books were prepared by faculty members for courses by about 90%, while licensed
books from commercial publishers were not used. Books were made available through e-book platforms for
universities (40%), or educational platforms for universities (15%), and the availability was also on CDs only or
CDs and an educational platform (45%). The books are available through a personal computer, tablet or
smartphone, and no use of e-book readers. It was noted that the possibilities of searching in the textbook are
generally limited, as the prevailing format was the PDF format, and there are no contributions from university
libraries in the use of electronic textbooks. A comprehensive and detailed plan is required to prepare the electronic

textbook and make it available for use.

keywords: E-Textbook; Interactive Textbook; Digital Content; Educational Platforms; University Book

Platforms; Libraries And Information; Egyptian Universities.



