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Evaluating of Graduate Programs at the College of Education, King Khalid
University in the Light of the Quality and Academic Accreditation Standards
From Faculty Members and Graduate Students’ Perspectives

Muhammad Hassan Al-Sufran*

ABSTRACT

This study aimed at evaluating graduate programs at the College of Education, King Khalid University in the light
of the quality and academic accreditation standards from faculty members and graduate students' perspectives.
The study population consisted of the faculty staff members and the graduate students at the College of Education,
King Khalid University. The sample of the study consisted of (50) faculty members (male and female) as well as
(279) male and female graduate students. The descriptive approach was utilized in this study. A questionnaire
including (80) items distributed to (8) axes was scientifically validated and utilized. Results revealed that
according to the faculty perspectives and the total score, six axes of the questionnaire were moderately achieved
while two axes were highly achieved. In light of the students' perspectives and the total score, all the axes were
moderately achieved. Results also revealed statistically significant differences at (0.01) between the faculty and
students' responses regarding the availability of quality standards and academic accreditation in graduate programs
favoring the faculty members. The study also showed no statistically significant differences between the responses
of male and female students in the availability of quality and academic accreditation in graduate programs in
seven axes while there was statistically significant differences at (0.01) favoring the female responses. The study
determined the standards to be developed as follows: there should be a balance between the theoretical and the
applied aspects in courses. The science section should be committed to the implementation of the regulations
adopted. The graduate program should include a system that permit students to apply for complaints and
grievances. There should also a balance between the quarterly and final tests. The program should also include a
certified manual available to the students in order to help them keep pace with regular developments in the
program. The library should provide books, references and periodicals as required. The scientific disciplines for
faculty members should comply with program courses. The program should be consistent with the requirements of
the community and its needs. In light of these results, some recommendations and suggestions were presented.
The College of Education at King Khalid University should develop the standards that need to be developed so
that they can get the academic accreditation. After two years later, a study is recommended to be conducted to the
graduate program students at the College of Education, King Khalid University using the same tool in order to
find out the extent of development that will take place in the application of the quality standards in graduate
programs. It is also suggested that the same study can be conducted to the graduate programs in other colleges of
education.

Keywords: Graduate Programs, Quality Standards, Academic Accreditation, College of Education at
King Khalid University.
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