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Abstract:

The study aimed to find out some problems that students in
the Faculty of Education Al- Jouf University may suffer from it,
and find out the causes and its relationship with some variables.
The researcher applied descriptive survey method were used to
identify the most important problems and arranged in terms of the
importance of these problems for them, as well as the relationship
of these problems with their achievement. The researcher used the
questionnaire that has been prepared by (Dominate, 2011) after
adjusting some phrases to fit the current study, and a researcher
applied the questionnaire to a random sample of female students

at the Faculty of Education Totaling 109 students.

The study showed that the problems faced by the students are

arranged as follows:
1- Problems related to courses (1% Place)
2- Problems related to faculty members (2™ Place)
3- Problems related to university library (3™ Place)
4- Problems regarding to academic schedules (Last Place)

As it turns out through the study of the most common problems
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or affecting variables to the performance to the female students in

the circuit television, faculty members and courses.

The study also showed that the problems relating to faculty
member has been ranked first place among levels (fifth / sixth /
seventh) and followed by problems related to the university library
for each of the levels (fifth / sixth / seventh / eighth), and the study
schedules problem ranked last place on (Level VIII) and this is
not compatible with (Domiati, 2011) where was ranked first place
.while in this study, courses ranked first place of study and study
schedules ranked last place of problems, the study.
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summary

The massive development in information and communication
technology helped in the emergence of new technologies that have
a significant role in developing the educational process .There is
a continuous increase in using the tablet devices in classrooms all
over the world .So ,the aim of this study is to explore the features
of using tablet computer in teaching students in the middle school.
The study sample consists of 344 students in middle school in
Riyadh .In order to explore students ‘opinions ,a questionnaire
was used after confirming its validity and reliability .The results
showed that the most important students responses are :visiting
and participating in social networks sites ;using entertainment pro-
grams and games ;the tablets enhance the level of both the teacher
and student ;they promote the motivation for learning ;the tablets
facilitated notes writing process ,and the tablet computer helps at

the integration of the senses more that the traditional computer.

Key words :smart phone , Tablet PCs.
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Abstract

The study aimed at investigating the Pre-Service science
education teachers perceptions’ around the (STEM) approach, and
to identify whether there were statistically significant differences
on the perceptions of the pre-service science education teacher
around the STEM approach, which were attributable to the different
specializations (Biology - Chemistry - Physics), and to investigate the
level of teaching performance in the teaching of practical education
for Pre- Service science education teachers, and to identify whether
there were statistically significant differences on the level of teaching
performance in practical education for the pre-service science
education teacher in the different specializations (Biology - Chemistry
- Physics), and investigate the presence of correlative relationship
between the perceptions of the pre-service science education teacher
and her performance in practical education .The study was conducted
on a sample of (90)pre-service teachers, specializing in Chemistry
,Biology and Physics (30) Pre-Service teachers in each discipline from
the students in the educational preparation Section of Science, They
were selected randomly from the study population, the study followed
the descriptive method, and the following tools were developed : The
Perceptions about the STEM approach Scale and a note taking card the

teaching performance to measure the teaching performance of the Pre-
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Service teacher according to STEM approach, and after the application
of the tools statistical analysis for the results was performed using the
Statistical Package for Social Sciences (SPSS), the study yielded the
following results: There were significant differences at the level of 0.01
between the mean perceptions of the study sample and the averages
on the perceptions scale for the dimensions and the scale as a whole,
for the benefit of the averages of the study sample perceptions, and
the presence of statistically significant differences at the level of 0.05
between the averages in all three disciplines on the perceptions scale and
its dimensions in favor of the physics specialization, as for the teaching
performance, the results showed a statistically significant differences
at the level of 0.01 between the average and the means of the teaching
performance for the pre-service science teacher (chemistry, physics,
Biology) on the note taking card, And in favor of the default average
which indicates that the teaching performance of students is less than
the average on the note taking card, and the presence of statistically
significant differences at the level of 0.01 between the three disciplines
(chemistry-physics-biology) in the teaching performance for the benefit
of the physics specialization, also the results of the study showed the
presence of a significant correlative relationship at a level of 0.01
between the scores of pre-service teachers specializing in science in

the teaching performance in practical education and their scores on the
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perceptions scale (knowledge dimension, skill dimension, the scale
as a whole), and in the light of the findings the study recommended
a set of recommendations most important : The need to change the
way of teaching science and mathematics in the classroom in a way
that encourages students to indulge in the scientific knowledge and
research and investigation, and problem solving and scientific thinking,
and work on the development of educational preparation programs in
accordance with the directives of the STEM approach, and evaluate the

science curriculum in light of the STEM approach.
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of skills requiring comprehensive pre-service practice.
This study aimed at exploring the potential problems that
Saudi female student-teachers encounter during their one
semester teaching practicum. The study also explored
how student-teachers address expected problems and
whether they do so in appropriate ways. The findings
confirm that students, the skills of the student-teachers
and administration of the host schools are the main sources
of teaching practicum problems. Therefore, based on
these findings, it is recommended that Saudi TPPs move
toward extended, more rigorous, clinical preparation
of teachers. Clinical preparation of student-teachers is
a key factor to their success, and it will have an impact
on their abilities to excel in the challenging profession
of teaching. It also includes educational and practical
training; working effectively with students, obtaining a sufticient
subject knowledge, understanding how to use learning evidence in

practice, and valuing the standards of teaching profession
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assessing, and revising the experience. Finally, faculty should
implement ongoing evaluation and assessment of student-teachers’
performance as they interact with, instruct, guide, correct, and

support students in real learning situations.

5. College-based clinical curriculum. Universities and schools
should work jointly to design clinical curriculum that links
theory to practice and provides carefully tasks for prospective
teachers to carry out. College students should be trained through
assignments , projects, and tasks that develop their understanding
of student’s motivation and learning, classroom management, use

of technologies, discipline, assessment techniques and data analysis.

6.  Length of practicum. For student-teachers to participate in school-
embedded clinical work, it is highly important to extend the teaching practicum
as a full-year experience to allow time for necessary learning to take place.
Extensive and intensive practice help student-teachers develop and demonstrate

proficiencies in the professional roles for which they are being prepared.
Conclusion
The teaching profession has indeed changed over

time. Good teaching is not simply a matter of personal

style or individual commitment, but also a complex set
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teacher preparation programs including the following:

1. School-university partnership. It is very important that
faculty from the university and the school get involved in designing,
implementing, and evaluating academic programs. This way, they
share expertise and integrate resources to support student-teachers

learning.

2. Host schools. Students should be assigned to appropriate
“host schools” which are carefully selected as academically rich
places for observation and learning. Both the university and schools
determine the specific assignment of student-teachers, so as to
provide appropriate learning experiences and share knowledge to

support student learning.

3. Cooperating teachers. School-based teachers should be
trained as mentors. They also should be highly skilled in supporting

the learning of student-teachers as well as that of students.

4. Academic supervisor. They should work closely with
schools, assist and oversee the student-teachers teaching experience.
These faculty members are able to communicate with and support
student-teachers in their challenging learning experience. They

work closely with cooperating teachers in designing, implementing,
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Again, Table 3 shows no statistically significant effect of
students’ GPAs on their self-reported problems during their
teaching practicum. This result indicates that subject knowledge
as reflected by GPAs is not a guaranteed protection against
teaching practicum problems. However, a well-supervised clinical
experience that is integrated with course work appears more able
to help student-teachers connect theoretical learning to practice;
be more comfortable with the process of teaching; and can more
skillfully apply what they are learning in practice ( Hammerness,
et.al. 2005). Clinical education includes academic and practical
training; working effectively with students, obtaining a high degree
of subject knowledge, understanding how to use learning evidence
in practice, and valuing the standards of their profession ( Shulman,
1998).

Implications for teaching practicum in Saudi Arabia

Researchers suggest that student-teachers should practice and
reflect on their teaching while enrolled in preparation programs,
as well as during their initial years of practice. The National
Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE)
reflects these findings in its standards, stating that prospective
teachers should show consistent success through a considerable
pre-service clinical experience that involves a variety of
challenging situations and supervised by both university and
school. (NCATE, (2001).

Therefore, based on reviewing literature and findings of the

current study, the researcher suggests key components of future
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confirms that student-teachers will encounter the same problems

regardless of the stage (intermediate or secondary) of the school.

Finally, to examine the potential eftect of the variable GPA,
a one-way analysis of variance was conducted, and the GPA was

classified into three categories:

1.5-24 Low

2.5 -3.4 Medium

3.5-4.0 High

The results are shown in Table 3:

TABLE 3: One-way analysis of variance of the participants’

responses according to the variable GPA.

Source DF SS MS F

P

Between 2 1.850 0.925 0.562
0.572

Within 78 128.329 1.645

Total 80 130.179
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The third research question

To examine the potential effect of the host-school stage
(intermediate/secondary) on the type of problems faced by student-
teachers, a one-way analysis of variance was conducted, as shown
in Table 2:

TABLE 2: One-way analysis of variance of the participants’

responses according to the variable school stage.

Source DF SS MS F

P

Between 1 3.74 3.74 2.66
0.10

Within 79 111.20 1.40

Total 80 114.94

Table 2 shows no statistically significant effect for school stage
on student-teachers’ self-reported problems during their teaching
practicum. This may be understandable based on the results of
the first question whereby student-teachers indicated that the
number one problem they encountered was students academic

level, particularly as it related to English proficiency. This finding
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techniques to solve practicum problems. These strategies and

techniques include the following:
e Spending time on preparing lessons
e Repeating the readings and writings
e Dictating
e Playing songs and games
e Avoiding L1

When examining these strategies, one can easily conclude
that it is a matter of either a sink/swim strategy, or adopting other
teachers’ recommendations. It was very evident that cooperating
teachers influence student-teachers’ choices. This result is consistent
with those of Anderson (2007), who concluded that cooperating
teachers impact student-teachers’ teaching decisions and strategies.
As a result, it is imperative that school administration and academic
advisors carefully select cooperative teachers who will serve as good
role models and mentors. It is also recommended that cooperating
teachers not get involved in evaluating their student-teachers
(Feiman-Nemser,1996). It is clear that student-teachers had no
hands-on problems related to school administration. Theretore, it
is the role of the TPP coordinators to find solutions for the problems
student-teachers face, such as overloading student-teachers with
waiting classes, using grades as threats, and falling behind in their

university class work while completing their teaching practicum.
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early when necessary.”Besides, school administration always did not
allow us to leave before the end of working hours, even if we had
no more classes and had some assignments to finish in the library at

the University.”
e Other Problems

Student-teachers were asked to include other problems they
faced in the host schools that were not mentioned in the survey.
Some of them indicated that the length of practicum was a problem.
“The length of the training session was very useful because we have
learned in this period many things about how to deal with class
management, how to deal with students, and how to explain the
lessonsin funny and simple ways. However, forme and my colleagues
the length of the training made us so busy that we had no time for
other classes.” This result goes with Guyton and Mclntyre (1990)
finding in that the short duration of the teaching practicum is one
of the most common problems student-teachers encounter. This
problem could be resolved by adopting the previously mentioned
recommendation, thatis to extend the teaching practicum over two
semesters. By doing so, the responsibilities and the tasks that are
important for the student-teachers to engage in can be spread out
over an extended period of time, which would reduce the levels of
stress and exhaustion that student-teachers experience as a result of

having to do too much in too little time.

To summarize, the findings of the second research question

revealed that student-teachers usually adopt certain common
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e Problems Related to the School Administration

Some student-teachers mentioned that the school
administration was not very cooperative, especially in the beginning
of the semester. “School administration was not very cooperative
with trainees. When we talked with them in the beginning of the
term, we wanted them to reduce the number of waiting classes
assigned to us.” Reducing additional waiting classes was not the
only concern of student-teachers. “We also were interested in

spending more time observing classes.”

Another negative behavior that student-teachers did not
like was the use of marks or grades as a threat. One student stated,
“Unfortunately, they exercise some pressure on us using marks and
told us that this is a part of our duties in school. Even when we started
teaching, they refused to reduce the number of waiting classes.”
This kind of pressure could affect the student-teachers’ levels of
productivity at both the school and the university. “We suffered
a lot in working four full days teaching, supervising and finally

K

going to university to attend other classes,” one student-teacher
explained.”] found it very exhausting!” another one added. Finally,
some student-teachers mentioned that the school administrations

were not cooperative with respect to allowing them to leave campus
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preparing lessons following the steps that our professor explained in
classes.” Collaborative work is also evident in students’ answer: “I
ask some of my friends to check my preparation and suggest some

changes”, one student stated.

Not only did the student-teachers have to cope with their
lack of teaching skills, but they also had to deal with students’ often
negative feelings towards them. “As for the rejection by students |, I
faced this problem in the beginning of the term because students
did not accept the idea that a student-teacher teaches them.”
Another student added, “They look at me like I am still a student
just like them.” However, most of student-teachers found ways to
cope with these 1ssues.”"However, after a time [ was able to control
it after explaining to them that this is my job and I am doing a
practicum.” Another student added, “I also convinced them that I

am here to help them and I really care about each one of them.”

One of the most common and expected problems among student-
teachers was time management. “In the beginning of training, my friends
and I had some problems with managing class time, but after some classes
we were able to overcome this problem. We practiced a lot using our
mobiles as stop watches to make sure that we finished on time.” This

statement was very common in student-teachers responses.
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song.” Avoiding the use of L1 was also prominent in student-
teachers’ responses. “To improve speaking, I ask students during
classes of English to speak with me only in English and I neveraccept
any communication in Arabic, even if they make grammatical and
pronunciation errors.” This seems to be a result of formal teachers’
recommendations. One student-teacher stated: “What I do usually

is that I correct their mistakes as their teacher told me.”

Finally, writing seems to be the skill more student-teachers
addressed. Repeated writing exercises were prevalent in strategies
and techniques used by student-teachers. “For the skill of writing
and vocabulary, I always ask my students to write down at least 4
words from the previous class. I ask them to practice writing them
correctly until they masier it. Dictation is also used as a common
writing technique. “I usually do some dictation in the beginning
or end of the class, and then have each student correct her friends,

and 1 finally write the correct word on the blackboard.”

e Problems Related to the Student-teacher

Female student-teachers showed some positive attitudes
towards spending effort on preparing lessons. One student
mentioned in answering how she dealt with herlack of teaching

skills: “I tried as much as possible to spend much time on
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e Problems Related to the Students

When trying to solve these problems, student-teachers had
to first address some psychological factors. One student-teacher
wrote, “At the beginning of the term, students showed some bad
teelings towards learning the English language and they found it
very difficult. However, after several discussions with them either
during the class period or during breaks, I was able to convince
some of them that the English language is the language of the
world; that any place you go requires knowledge of English. I tried
to motivate them using games, songs, pictures, etc.” When student-
teachers address reading problems, they usually depend on some
common techniques.”In order to remedy students’ poor reading,
I always read the passages aloud and let students read after me. I
then ask two students to read and correct errors in pronunciation”,
Another student-teacher added, “I also bring them short stories and
ask each student to read one line and then I correct errors. In this

way I succeeded in improving reading for most of the students.”

Songs were the most common technique used to develop
students’ listening skills. “Regarding listening, at the end of each
class I always bring some songs in English that contain the same

words in the unit and ask students what words they heard in the
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e Problems related to the student-teacher (mean 3.7)

e Problems related to the school administration (mean 3.6)
e Problems related to the academic advisor (mean 3.2)

e Problems related to the cooperating teacher (mean 3.2)
e Problems related to the textbook (mean 2.0)

Based on the response to the first question, it is evident
that Saudi female student-teachers encounter more problems
related to the students and to their academic preparation than to
any other source included in the study. The good news is that
these problems can be easily overcome it TPP planners integrate
these high-frequency problems in a clinical model of teacher
preparation. Such problems can be dealt with as daily activities
whereby the student-teachers discuss and practice how to

diagnose, evaluate, and execute solutions for the various issues.
The second research question

What are the strategies that student-teachers adopt to solve these
problems? To answer this question, the researcher asked a sample of
20 female student-teachers to write how they dealt with problems
they encountered during their teaching practicum. Students’
answers to the questions were categorized according to the types of
problems: Problems related to the students, problems related to the
student-teachers, Problems related to the school administration,

and other problems.
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be a significant source of problems for student-teachers. Many
temale student-teachers complained frequently, especially in the
beginning of the semester, regarding the place/workspace they were
assigned in their host schools, as this is the place where they spend
their practicum time, and as such, it can affect the student-teacher’s
successful completion of the practicum.. This result is consistent
with the findings of Al-Taweel (2002) and Al-Abadi (2004), who
found that the school administration can be a significant source
of problems that may hinder the success of the student-teacher.
By not offering proper work facilities, student-teachers may not
feel motivated to perform their best in the schools. Therefore, it
is recommended that the TPP coordinators at UQU maintain an
open dialogue with hosting schools’ administrations even before
the student-teachers are assigned to the schools. The TPP ofticials
must ensure that each school provides the student-teachers with
the appropriate teaching aids and adequate workspace as well as
a supportive, productive, and professional environment, thus

facilitating the success of the student-teacher.

Finally, when reading the results of the first question based
on the domains, we find that the domains are ranked from highest

to lowest as follows:

e Problems related to the students (mean 3.9)
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for teacher education that connects college courses and field
experiences to create potential learning opportunities (Zeichner,
2010). In addition, most student-teachers have a strong desire for
more, longer, earlier, and better-integrated field work experiences
for tuture teachers (Levine,2006). Therefore, it is suggested that the
time devoted to teaching practicum be expanded from the current
one-semester program to a two-semester program as this would
allow student-teachers additional time to clinically practice what

they have learned in their teacher education courses.

In such a clinical model, the historical, philosophical, and
sociological, foundations are taught and learned in traditional
academic settings, while the clinical experience occurs in
traditional schools, much like the current practicum with students
in classrooms and labs. Accordingly, it involves interaction among

student-teachers, students, school teachers administrators,

and families. Therefore, clinical education is developmental and
designed to teach student-teachers not to act upon the student but

to facilitate and assist the student with his/her academic growth and

development (Levine, 2009).

Moreover, items 33 and 36 are related to the school

administration, thus suggesting that the school administration can
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related to the student-teacher”. This is another interesting finding
that sheds light on the product of the UQU teacher preparation
program. The TPP at Umm Al-Qura University is one of the
oldest programs ot its kind in Saudi Arabia, and as such, it has served
throughout the last three decades preparing qualified teachers in
two tracks: integrated and consecutive. In the integrated program,
students are prepared to be teachers in parallel with their preparation
in the content area. In consecutive program, students finish their
bachelor’s degree in the content areas and then join a two-semester

program to prepare them to be teachers.

Therefore, based on the above finding, TPPs must focus more
on helping future teachers acquire the skills needed to manage the
classroom and assess student achievement. This finding is consistent
with the studies of Khazali and Momani (2010) and Cuyton and
Mclntyre (1990) in emphasizing the importance of the quality
training of student-teachers and in incorporating teaching and
evaluation techniques in the TPP . There is also an urgent need to
develop new TPPs in Saudi Arabia in accordance with international
standards. Evidently, a major change in teacher preparation
programs is now urgent to establish a close partnership with host

schools. This model will pave the way to “a new epistemology”
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Table 1 shows that questionnaire item numbers 2, 14,
21,23,33,and 44 were ranked as the student-teachers’ most
important self~-reported problems in each domain, with means of
421, 4.64, 2,12, 3.26, 4.19, and 3.56, respectively. This suggests
that the problems female student-teachers encounter are of different
sources. The sources of the problems are ranked as follows: the
students, the student-teacher, the school administration, the
academic supervisor ,the cooperating teacher, and the textbook.
Adapting the average 4 or more as an indicator of high prevalence,
we can conclude that items 14, 13, 11, 2, 33, 12, 36 and 4 were
among the problems that occurred most often with means of 4.64,
4.61,4.25,4.21, 4.19, 4.14, 4.05 and 4.05, respectively. Items 14,
13, 12 and 11 are categorized as “problems related to the students”.
This finding means that most of the problems that the student-
teachers encounter during their teaching practicum are related to
the students’ proficiency levels in English. This 1s an indication that
students at the intermediate and secondary schools are not at the
expected level of competence in the English language. Therefore,
this finding requires additional studies on students in the same stages

of education to verity the accuracy of the tinding.

In addition, items 2 and 4 fall in the domain of “problems
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It;m Problems Mean| SD |Rank
33 Assigning more waiting classes to the student- 419 | 1.69 |
36 Asklyng' student—teachers to pay money for 405 | 165 5
administrative purposes.

31 Assigning classes late in the school day to the 388 | 142 3
student-teacher.

35 Failure to provide a room/workspace for the 385 | 133 4
student- teacher.

3 Assigning additional administrative tasks to the 360 | 121 5
student- teacher.

34 Usmg the school administration marks as a tool to 312 | 12 6
exercise pressure on the student-teacher.
Failure to welcome the student-teacher by the

30 | school administration at the beginning of the 231 | 1.15 7

F | Problems Related to the Academic Supervisor

44 | Not repeating visits more than two times. 356 | 1.44 1

39 | Lack of clarity of instructions. 312 | 1.29 2

33 Not helping the student-teacher in the preparation 312 | 125 3

37 NOF att.enchng student-teacher’s classes in the 313 | 1138 4
beginning of the semester.

40 Fallure. to provide fee(?lback to the student-teacher 312 | 135 5
on their performance in the classroom.

41 Delays in submitting final grades to the student 311 | 123 6
teaching office.

42 | Delegating the principal to assign the final grade. 3.10 | 1.22 7

43 The use of grades as a tool to pressure the student- 310 | 125 7
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Item

" Problems Mean| SD |Rank

10 | Poorly motivated to learn English. 3.63 | 1.25 7

15 Weakness of students in the use of English language 330 | 138 3
structure.

18 | Lack of student participation. 3.19 | 1.23 9

17 Non.—partlclpatlon of s‘tt‘ldents in extracurricular 311 | 112 10
English language activities.

C | Problems Related to the Textbook

51 The 1pab1hty to use modern technology when 212 | 1.10 1
teaching the textbook.

20 | Lack of clarity of course objectives. 2.05 | 1.29 2

2 Too much textbook content and too little time 191 | 137 3
allocated to each lesson.

D | Problems Related to the Cooperating Teacher

23 Assignment of low-level students (classes) to the 326 | 127 1
student-teacher.

o4 Not allowlng the student-teacher sufficient 324 | 120 5
observation time.

5 Not Prov@mg the student-teacher with necessary 323 | 117 3
teaching aids.

26 | Assigning additional tasks on the student-teacher. 320 | 1.14 4

27 Failure to zfttend classes for the student-teacher on a 300 | 128 4
regular basis.

73 Using the final evaluation as a means to exercise 317 | 120 5
extreme pressure on the student-teacher.

29 Not helpmg the student-teacher in the preparation 314 | 112 6
of daily lesson plans.

E | Problems Related to School Administration
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Table 1: Problems of Teaching Practicum According to Each Domain

It;m Problems Mean| SD |Rank

A | Problems related to the student—teacher
Weakness of the student—t.eacher with respect to 421 | 172 1
classroom management skills.

4 Weakness of the stu.dent—teacher to develop and 405 | 166 5
implement appropriate assessment methods.

3 Lack of student-teacher knowledge with respect to 383 | 133 3
strategies and methods to motivate students.
Weakness of the student-teacher in lesson 1.31

1 . . 3.81 4
preparation skills.

5 We.akness ofthcﬁs student—Feacher to incorporate a 370 | 128 5
variety of teaching strategies.

6 Weakness of the 'stgden't—teacher to effectively deal 357 | 120 6
with school administration.

- Weakness of the sFudent—teacher to work effectively 341 | 130 -
with the cooperating teacher.

8 Wea'kness of Fh.e.student—teacher to engage in extra- | 5 .| o -
curricular activities.

9 Weakness 9fthe studen.t—tez.{cher with respect to 338 | 141 g
using a variety of teaching aids.

B | Problems Related to the Students

14 | Weakness of students’ writing skills. 464 | 1.84 1

13 | Weakness of students’ reading skills. 461 | 1.81 2

11 | Weakness of students’ listening skills. 425 | 1.77 3

12 | Weakness of students’ speaking skills. 414 | 1.68 4

16 | Poor vocabulary. 391 | 1.41 5

19 | Failure to complete daily homework. 3.85 | 0.98 6
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Data Collection

Quantitative data was gathered using a self-report questionnaire
that was administered to the student-teachers after they had
completed their 14week teaching practicum. The study lasted for
two semester and data were gathered during the second semester of
2014 and the first semester of 2015. The researcher distributed 95
questionnaires to female student-teachers at UQU. The response
rate was 85% (81 questionnaires), and the data were analyzed using
SPSS version 17. Since face to face interview was not possible due
to regulations, qualitative data was then gathered using open-ended
questions to explore the strategies student-teachers used to solve
the problems they encountered and to learn more about other

problems they might have encountered during their practicum.

Results and Discussion

Toanswer the first research question, “Whatare the problems that
Saudi female EFL student-teachers encounter during their teaching
practicum?” The data were analyzed using the Statistical Package for
the Social Sciences (SPSS), version 17. Descriptive statistics (means
and standard deviations) were calculated for the 44 items that were
then ranked in descending order of occurrence. Table 1 shows the

results of the descriptive statistics according to each domain:
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questionnaire used a five-point Likert scale: always (5 points), often

(4 points), sometimes (3 points), rarely (2 points) and never (1 point).

In addition, a qualitative section with open-ended questions was
adopted to explore the strategies the student-teachers used to solve
the problems they encountered. Since face to face interviews were
not possible due to regulations, the researcher asked participants
to explain in writing what they did to resolve the problems they
encountered and whether there were additional problems they

encountered that were not mentioned in the questionnaire.

Validity and Reliability of the Instruments

To test the validity of the questionnaire , it was presented
to ten professors of TEFL at Umm Al-Qura University, King
Abdulaziz University, and Taif University who were asked to
proofread the items and suggest appropriate changes. All judges
emphasized that the instrument was suitable for the purpose of the
study. Their comments were taken into consideration, and items
were modified accordingly. At the end of the study, Cronbach’s
alpha was used to establish the overall reliability of the questionnaire
and was found to be 0.87, thus indicating high reliability that the

instrument 1s reliable for the purposes of the research.
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This questionnaire consisted of 44 items that were derived from the
relevant literature and an initial pilot study. In the pilot study, the
researcheraskedasample of 35 Saudi female EFL student-teachersthe
tollowing question: “What are the problems that you encountered
during your teaching practicum at Makkah intermediate and
secondary schools?” Based on the student-teachers’ responses, a
44-item questionnaire was designed that covered the following six

domains:

—_

. Problems related the student-teacher (items 1 — 9)

2. Problems related to students (items 10 — 19).

3. Problems related to the textbook (items 20 — 26).

4. Problems related to the cooperating teacher (items 27 — 32).
5. Problems related to the school administration (items 33 — 38).
6. Problems related to the academic supervisor (items 39 — 44).

Participants in this study were asked to rank each problem
according to how frequent they encountered it. The lead question
on the questionnaire reads, “How often did you encounter

the following problems during your teaching practicum?” The
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What are the strategies that student-teachers adopt to solve

these problems?

Are there any significant statistical difterences in the problems
taced by female student-teachers that can be explained by the
host school stage (intermediate, secondary) and/or by the student-

teachers’ GPAs?
Sample

The sample of the current study consists of 81 Saudi female EFL
student-teachers at Umm Alqura University who range in age from
22 to 24 years. The sample was chosen purposefully throughout the
second semester of 2014 and the first semester of 2015 academic
years. They all graduated from the English Department at Umm
Alqura University and enrolled in the teacher preparation program.
Students who participated in the study had completed all required
courses in the teacher preparation program, and they had all
completed a 14 week teaching practicum prior to completing the

questionnaire.

Instruments

Two instruments were adopted in the current study. The main

instrument used to gather data was the self-report questionnaire.
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about these problems, they can modify EFL preparation programs
to focus more on the potential difficulties and, thus, avoid them.
Finally, the study is important for future EFL teachers in that it
prepares them for the problems they may encounter in their
teaching practicum, thus allowing them to develop strategies and
techniques to address the problems should they arise and/or develop

ways to prevent the problems from arising.

Objectives of the study

The current study aims to identify the potential problems
Saudi female EFL student-teachers encounter during their teaching
practicum. The study also explores the methods that student-
teachers use to solve these problems and the effectiveness of these
solutions. Finally, the study explores whether these problems difter
among students according to their GPAs and the host school’s stage/

level of education.
Questions of the study
The study aims to answer the following research questions:

What are the problems that Saudi female EFL student-teachers

encounter during their teaching practicum?
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at the University of Yarmouk, and the study revealed that the
most common problems among student-teachers were related to
cooperating teachers, school administrators, length of the teaching
practicum, the academic supervisor, lack of cooperation between
the department of practical education and school administrations,
problems with transportation, lack of teaching aids in schools and a lack

of appropriate training facilities.
Significance of the Study

The significance of this study lies in the importance of
the teaching practicum in shaping the identity of EFL student-
teachers. The teaching practicum, which is required at the end of
undergraduate programs, is the first actual practice that student-
teachers have in the classroom. Therefore, the current study
explores the problems that Saudi female EFL student-teachers
encounter during their teaching practicum that may deter them
from becoming professional teachers. The study is also important
in its contribution to the existing teacher preparation programs in
Saudi Arabia. It is expected that the results of this study will enable
teacher preparation programs designers and university professors,
responsible for instruction and supervision of student- teachers, to

better understand the problems student-teachers face. By learning
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practicum in various schools. To accomplish this, an instrument
was developed that consisted of 40 items covering four areas of
the research. It was administered to a random sample of 246
students from five educational regions. The results, based on
students responses, revealed that student-teachers’ needs and
experiences are dependent on the following factors: role of the
academic supervisor, the host schools in which the training
occurs, the teaching plan, and the students at the training school.
The results also indicated significant statistical differences
between male and female students in terms of problems they
taced during their teaching practicum. Female student-teachers
indicated having more difticulties than male students in all areas
of the study, and problems encountered by learners were most
severe in mathematics and in the Arabic language than in other
fields. The results did not indicate any relationship between
gender and specialization of the participants and the problems

they faced during their practicum.

Finally, Smadi and Abu Jamous (2005) identitied
obstacles that inhibit student-teachers from gaining the
necessary teaching competencies in their practicum. The

sample included students enrolled in teacher education courses



18 Dr. Hashem Ahmed Alsamadani

semi-structured interviews were used for data collection. The
surveys were distributed to 126 participants, while interviews
were conducted with 28 TEs. The study revealed that the
practicum participants were unclear about their own and
others’ roles. The study recommended strong government
involvement for policy and regulation development and as a
liaison for collaboration between teacher education institutions

and cooperating schools.

Moreover, Azeem (2011) conducted a study to scrutinize
problems of prospective teachers during their teaching
practice in Pakistan. The study was delimited to teacher training
institutions of Lahore city. The study utilized a questionnaire
of thirty-five questions. It concluded that majority of the
schools do not prepare the timetable for the student teachers.
In addition, student teachers were not provided with practical
training of different methods of teaching before they were sent
for teaching practice. Finally, majority of the students were
not informed about the rules and regulations of the practicing

schools.

Shaheen’s (2007) study aimed to identify the obstacles
facing Al Quds Open University students during their
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For the same aims, Mutlu (2014) examined the self-reported
challenges of pre-service teachers and cooperating teachers
experience during their practicum practices. Data for the study
were gathered through interviews with eight pre-service teachers
studying at the English Language Teaching department of a state
university in Turkey and three cooperating teachers mentoring
them. The results indicated that there were serious concerns about
practicum practices in Turkey. Pre-service teachers considered the
place of the practicum in the curriculum as a challenge since they
had many other concerns about themselves. Based on these results,
the study suggested that practicum study should be reorganized by
starting it earlier and extending the practicum time to four semesters
. The study finally concluded with a call for a thorough revision of

teaching practicum practices in Turkey.

The problems and issues confronted by teacher education
institutions in  collaborating with cooperating schools during
practicum in Punjab were explored by Manzar-Abbasand Lu (2013).
Theirstudy utilized amixed methodologyin which teachereducators
and supervisors participated from 14 Government of Colleges for

Elementary Teachers of Punjab province. Questionnaires and
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lessons.

As one of the most important experiences of students in
colleges of education, researchers have studied this component
of an education program, specially its problems and challenges
seeking to prove the impact of these problems on an integral part
of the education curriculum for undergraduate students. Foncha ,
Jane-Francis and Emmanuel ( 2015) conducted a qualitative study
investigating the challenges encountered in the teaching of English
language during the teaching practice by the student teachers in
South Africa. The study examined some challenges faced by student
teachers during their professional teaching practice, these include
among others; school placement, resources, learners discipline and
classroom management, supervision and support, and observations.
The study employed a reflectivity approach by considering the
student teachers’ reflections after their lessons. The data was analyzed
through using content analysis method. The study suggested that
student-teachers should be exposed to a learning environment in
which they can put theoretical knowledge they gathered during
their training into context. The study, therefore, recommended
that students should have a multiple pre-service training before

they complete the program.
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unprepared to enter the classroom as the teacher-leader at the end
of their undergraduate programs . Yilmaz (2004) found that the
biggest struggle student-teachers faced was the implementation
of student-centered methods, a problem that was actually the
result of the failure in the development of essential teaching skills
during pre-service teacher preparation programs. Other factors that
impacted the instructional skills of student-teachers included the
methods course, the students, the setting for authentic practice and

the cooperating teachers.

Johnson (2015) analyzed the perceptions of some pre-service
teachers at a college in Abu Dhabi regarding the teaching practicum
and whether it enhanced their ability to adopt educational practices
that not only serve their students but also develop pre-service
teachers’ own professional growth. Data was collected through
face-to-face interviews of 8 pre-service teachers. Transcripts of
interviews were coded to determine themes related to the teaching
experience. The study revealed that through teaching practicum,
pre-service teachers experienced the role of the classroom teacher as
well as its day to-day challenges. Based on these findings, a proposal
was made to assist pre-service teachers in assessing students’ needs,

identifying instructional classroom practices, and planning
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students are never the same, the subject matter evolves and changes,
and society’s goals and expectations are continuously changing.
Therefore, during the teaching practicum, student-teachers not
only develop professional characteristics and competencies but also

develop lifelong learning strategies (Hammerness et al., 2005).

The need to develop lifelong learning strategies is the
result of the rapid changes in educational reform, education and
communication technologies and new theories and paradigms in
teaching pedagogy and learning strategies. These constant changes
demand that teachers evaluate their ideas, methods, and strategies
and adapt their practices and their techniques to meet the changing
academic environment (Butler, Lauscher, Jarvis & Buckingham,

2004).

However, no matter how superior a student-teacher’s
preparation is and how well the student-teacher has performed
in his/her initial practice of teaching, the knowledge, skills,
and attitudes needed for being an expert teacher cannot be fully
developed in pre-service programs (Endedijk, 2010). Sebran (1995)
tound that pre-service teachers made instructional decisions on the
basis of their students’ prior knowledge and on the basis of their

skill levels, which is why student-teachers often feel that they are
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responsibility toward the school community (Seaulon, 2005). Whitty
(1996) suggests that there are two sets of professional qualities that
every successful teachershould have - professional characteristics and
professional competencies. Professional characteristics, according to
Whitty, refer to values, personal development, and communication
skills as well as synthesis and application. Professional competence,
turthermore, refers to subject knowledge, understanding students
and their learning characteristics, understanding the teacher’s role

in and outside of school, and the education system, in general.

Moreover, Feiman-Nemser (2008) conceptualized four
general areas of knowledge for every teacher: learn to think, to
know, to feel, and to act like a teacher. Accordingly, student-
teachers should learn how to examine one’s personal beliefs (i.e.,
think like a teacher); they should know and understand the rules
and laws that apply to the profession (i.e., know like a teacher); they
should know how to establish and incorporate their professional
identity as a teacher (i.e., feel like a teacher); and they should know
how to implement the various teaching skills and techniques in
the classroom to effectively teach children (i.e., act like a teacher).
Teaching is not a simplistic daily routine; rather, each aspect of

teaching 1s dynamic and is constantly changing and evolving. The
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potential problems that Saudi female student-teachers encounter in
schools during their practicum and the techniques and strategies
they employ to address such problems. The study also investigates
the effectiveness of student-teachers’ techniques in overcoming the
problems and recommends some practical steps to infuse this topic

into EFL teacher preparation programs.
Literature Review

The main aim of the teaching practicum in teacher
preparation programs is to establish a link between theory and
practice. It is a time for the student-teacher to move from a stage
of theoretical preparation to the stage of practical application. This
field experience focuses on providing examples of best practices
and involves pairing student-teachers with excellent role model
teachers who are always willing to engage in a reflective practice

with student-teachers (Frieberg, 1995; Posner, 2005).

Studies on the importance of the teaching practicum revealed
that it plays a vital role in the development of social and professional
skills and competencies of future teachers. As the teaching
practicum experience engages student-teachers in the school

teaching community, it develops their sense of belonging to and
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practicing what has been taught in the TPP. Usually, academic
supervisors, school administrators, and cooperating teachers share

in the evaluations of the student-teachers at the end of the semester.

However, the reality of teaching practicum in Saudi
universities reveals some persistent issues. One of these issues that
negatively impacts the benefits that are derived from this experience
is the problems that student-teachers face when they first go to their
respective host schools. From a personal experience as a teacher
of Teaching Methods II, a course offered concurrently with the
teaching practicum, the researcher found that female Saudi EFL
student-teachers spend much of their time during their practicum
coping with instructional and administrative problems in their host
schools. During the weekly methods course, the student-teachers
complain about problems related to students, cooperating teachers,

administration, and school facilities, among others.

These frequent complaints motivated the researcher to
explore these problems and the strategies the female student-teachers
implement to address them. By so doing, future teacher preparation
courses and syllabi can be revised to include a discussion of these
instructional problems and possible solutions or strategies to either

deal with the problems or avoid them. Therefore, this study explores
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Introduction

Asignificant component of EFL teacher preparation programs
(TPPs) in Saudi Arabia is a one-semester teaching practicum at the
end of the last year of the student-teacher’s study. In this semester,
student-teachers develop professional skills and competences
in specific teaching areas, such as classroom management, lesson
planning, teaching strategies, and language testing (Forell, 2001).
During the practicum, student-teachers apply the theoretical
knowledge they have learned in the TPP in a real classroom setting

through direct and indirect instructional experiences (Forell, 2001).

In most of the TPPs in Saudi Arabia, student-teachers are
required to spend four days a week at host schools during their final
semester of the program. During this time, student-teachers are
assigned to participating host schools, where cooperating teachers
(school teachers who are in continuous contact with the student
teachers and in a position to observe day-to-day development) are
expected to assist the student-teachers as they begin their supervised
on-site teaching experiences. Student-teachers usually spend two
weeks observing classes before they are officially responsible for
teaching assigned classes. An academic supervisor from their TPP
is also assigned to each student-teacher from the very beginning

to ensure that the student-teacher is eftectively and smoothly
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Abstract

This study aims to explore the potential problems Saudi female
student-teachersencounter during their one-semester teaching practicum.
The study also explores how these student-teachers deal with specific
problems and whether they employ proper problem-solution strategies
when doing so. A survey was administered to a sample of 81 Saudi female
EFL student-teachers throughout two consecutive semesters . The
study revealed that most of the problems female EFL student-teachers
encountered during their practicum were due to the students’ academic
levels, the student-teacher’s teaching skills, and the student- teachers’
issues with the administration of the school. Additionally, the study
suggested that strategies and techniques to cope with these problems
should be included in EFL teacher preparation programs to prevent
these problems from happening to student-teachers. The study finally
suggested that the Saudi teachers preparation program should shift to a
clinical model, in which teaching is considered as a complex practice that
requires considerable knowledge and skill and entails interaction among
student teachers, academic supervisor, teaching staff, administrators, and

families.

Keywords: Teaching EFL; Saudi EFL teachers; Practicum; Teacher

education; Preparation program.
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