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Abstract

This research aims to study the potential of media education in the development of critical
thinking among students in terms of guiding them on how to understand and analyze media
messages, search for its backgrounds, advantages and disadvantages, and to authenticate its
credibility. Moreover, the study aims to raise students’ awareness on the importance of not
rushing to take a stand towards the media materials they receive or follow, and not to interact
with it and publish it before verifying its authenticity. Thus, a sample of 66 students has been
chosen from the tenth grade in two schools in Beirut to participate in this study.

Subsequently, the study relied on a descriptive analytical approach, and its design was semi-
experimental; i.e., the sample was subjected to a survey that closely examines the relationship
between the students’ behavior and the content of the programs they follow; the survey also
measures the extent to which they are familiar with the media work. Then, an intervention was
performed through the development of a special program based on special studies and personal
experience related to media education, which was taught to the study sample. Afterwards, the
students were handed the same survey they had previously filled in order to measure the benefit
that the program had on their behavior and reasoning.

The results obtained, before and after teaching the program, were combined and presented in
the form of tables for further comparative analysis and evaluation in order to verify the study
hypotheses.

The study findings reveal that the developed program has helped students in criticizing the
media messages they receive. Students were now trained to: i) acknowledge the source and the
purpose of the information they get, and ii) distinguish between the fake and accurate news.
Thus, it is suggested that they have developed a sense becoming more aware of how to choose
from among the plethora of media materials that they are susceptible to in their daily lives.
Finally, the study has shown that media education can positively contribute in the development
of critical thinking in adolescent pupils.
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