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[1]- Michal Lessnoff, Islam, modernity and Science, Article in: Ernest Gellner and contemporary social
thought, Edited by: Sinsia Malesevic and Mark Haugard, Cambridge university Press, 2007, P.189.
[2]- Ibid, P.190.
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[4]- Mustafa Demirci, Historical View of Islam in the wake of Eurocentric History, Article in:

Eurocentrism at the Margins, Encounters, Critics and Going Beyond, Edited by: Lufti Sunar, Rutledge:
new york, first published, 2016, P.41.
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Islamic Anthropology: An Introduction for Disintegrating
the Lines of Thought on Western Centrality

Jaafar Najm Nasr [

During the past four decades, a new epistemological field has emerged with force
and has gained a remarkable presence within anthropology. It has been named “Islamic
anthropology”, and amidst the emergence of this new field, the intellectual and
epistemological presuppositions in many statements, perceptions and terminologies of
numerous western anthropologists have been revised. Additionally, remnants of cultural/
orientalist references have been discovered which have governed and organized them,
and this has placed Islamic anthropology in the face of two important reviews which
have not only dealt with orientalist traces but also fieldwork and its main methodology:
ethnography. The matter did not stop at a review of Talal Asad, Daniel Varisco, Edward
Said and other figures, but also exceeded that to a review of local anthropologists in some
Islamic countries. In the face of all of this, the issue of western centrality has been brought
to the scene once again, not only to examine its orientalist roots but also the problems of
the ethnographic methodology which is dominant in anthropology as well. In other words,
questions have been raised once again regarding western social science and how it still
expresses that western centrality and incorporates it within ready-made paradigms which

have this time dominated the new epistemological field of Islamic anthropology.

Keywords: Islamic Anthropology, Field Ethnography, Western Social Science,

Orientalist Traces, Imagined Islam.

[1]-Researcher of philosophy and professor of anthropology of religion at Al-Mustansiriyah University, Iraq.
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