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Academic Writing Skills Required for Undergraduate
Students at Albaha University

Ahmed Hassan Alfakih Saleh Ahmed Deghiegh
Abstract

The objective of this study is to determine the perspective of the undergraduate
students on the academic writing skills necessary for them. To achieve this, the exploratory
method was used. The questionnaire was designed which consisted of (26) academic
writing skills suitable for undergraduate students, and distributed in five axes. 569 male and
female students from the bachelor's degree in the Faculty of Education at Albaha University
were took part on the study. The analysis of the participants' responses showed that they
agreed on the importance of learning the academic writing skills that are necessary for them
in all five axes (high degree): planning and information gathering - organization and form-
building building ideas - style and language integrity - auditing and reviewing. The total
sum of all axes was high degree, where the arithmetic mean was (3.44) and the standard
deviation (0.36). In the light of these results, a number of recommendations are presented.
The most important of these recommendations were the design of independent and
mandatory courses concentrating in teaching undergraduate students academic writing
skills, presenting training courses or workshops on developing the skills of undergraduate
students in academic writing. Secondly, the redevelopment of language skills courses at
universities will take account of the academic writing skills that have been reached in the
current study. On the other hand, a set of suggestions is presented which may contribute to
the development of academic writing skills for undergraduate students.

Keywords: language skills, writing, writing skills, academic writing, undergraduate
students.
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