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Merleau Ponty's Critique of Gestalt Theory
In His Work The Structure of Behavior.

In his short introduction to "the Structure of Behavior" Merleau
Ponty pronounced his aim to understand the relation between
Consciousness and Nature.
Among his contemporaries there were two main attitudes: the
realist, empiricist, materialist or naturalist in (biology) and
psychology which sees consciousness as physical events in nature
existing parts extra parts and in causal relations with other
physical events and the idealist which sees it constituting nature
and existing outside it distinct from it. But Merleau Ponty chose a
third position which is the "Form" philosophy.
Merleau Ponty chose studying "Behavior" because the "Classical
theory of the Reflex" was an application of the realistic analysis
and causal explanation. This Theory treats Behavior as parts
extra parts and in causal relations with each other and with other
physical events.Then criticizing this theory is a criticizing of the
first contemporary attitude to Merleau- Pony's time. This does
not mean that Merleau- Pony's was an idealist.
Although he called Gestalt psychologists: Wertheimer, Kaffka and

Kohler philosophers of "Form", they did not think according to it
because they neglected the originality of both the virtual
(biological) order and the mental order by reducing them to the
third physical order ."Form" then according to their theory is a
"Thing" but Merleau Ponty sees it indiscernible from
existence."Form" or" Structure", for him, is an idea indiscernible
from existence.
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